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The governing Partido Revolucionario Insititucional (PRI) suffered its second major setback of
2000, losing the Aug. 20 gubernatorial election in Chiapas state to an opposition candidate. In
preliminary results released Aug. 21 by the Instituto Estatal Electoral (IEE) of Chiapas, Pablo Salazar
Mendiguchia, representing the Alianza por Chiapas, obtained almost 53% of the vote. In contrast,
Sami David David of the PRI received 47% of the vote. A third candidate, Mario Arturo Coutino of
the Partido Democracia Social (PDS) took about 0.3% of the vote.
The IEE said only about 50% of the registered voters in Chiapas turned up at the polls, slightly
lower than the rate reported in the July 2 presidential and congressional elections. The Chiapas
gubernatorial election was the second major defeat for the PRI, which lost the presidential election
to Vicente Fox of the center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN) on July 2. On that date, the PRI
also lost badly in the gubernatorial and state legislative races in Morelos and Guanajuato states (see
SourceMex, 2000-07-05).
The Alianza por Chiapas, led by the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) and
the conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), also included the Partido del Trabajo (PT) and the
Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM). Four other smaller parties Convergencia Democratica
(CD), the Partido del Centro Democratico (PCD), the Partido Alianza Social (PAS), and the Partido
Sociedad Nacionalista (PSN) threw their support to Salazar. These parties were formed very recently
and were thus prohibited by Chiapas state law from joining the coalition.
Salazar, who left the PRI to represent the Alianza por Chiapas, was at one time a key member of
the congressional Chiapas peace commission (Comision de Concordia y Pacificacion, COCOPA).
He is the second candidate to unite all major opposition parties to defeat the PRI, repeating a feat
accomplished by Antonio Echeverria Dominguez in Nayarit state in July 1999 (see SourceMex,
1999-07-07). Coalitions also unseated the PRI in gubernatorial races in Zacatecas, Baja California Sur,
and Tlaxcala states, but these alliances did not include the PAN.
In attaining his impressive victory, Salazar galvanized both the strong support for the PRD in the
small rural communities throughout Chiapas and the popularity of the PAN in the state capital of
Tuxtla Gutierrez. Some analysts said Salazar's decision not to align himself too closely with PRD
presidential candidate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas was an astute strategy. Cardenas received only 17%
of the vote in the July 2 election. "This strategy gave Salazar the freedom to proclaim himself more
of a coalition candidate and ride the coattails of winning presidential candidate Vicente Fox," said
political analyst Roberto Zamarripa of the daily newspaper Reforma.
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Loss called a significant blow to PRI
Political analysts agreed the loss in Chiapas, where the PRI at one time dominated the electoral
process, was especially troublesome for PRI officials. "The election in Chiapas is almost a fatal blow
to the PRI," said independent pollster Maria de las Heras. But a Salazar victory appeared almost
inevitable this year, barring massive fraud. The coalition candidate led voter preference by 13 to
20 percentage points in public- opinion polls conducted in the weeks leading to the election (see
SourceMex, 2000-08-03).
Salazar won the election handily despite the strong campaign by a group of southeastern PRI
governors to drum up support for David. The governors including Roberto Madrazo Pintado of
Tabasco, Victor Cervera Pacheco of Yucatan, Antonio Gonzalez Curi of Campeche, and outgoing
Chiapas Gov. Roberto Albores Guillen had pledged to keep the PRI the dominant party in the
southeastern states. Many foreign and domestic observers said the administration of outgoing Gov.
Albores Guillen resorted to the common practice of using government funds to win support for the
PRI.
There were some rumors circulating that the PRI, which was lagging badly in the polls, would
attempt to cause enough chaos in the election to force electoral authorities to nullify the results.
Under this scenario, the state legislature would nominate an interim governor, which would have
probably come from the ranks of the PRI. But despite the fears of fraud and violence, the election
turned out to be generally peaceful.
In a press conference after initial results were announced, Albores said the fears that his party
would commit massive fraud were misguided. He said his government was committed from the very
beginning to ensuring a democratic, orderly, and just election. "Our pledge has been fulfilled," he
told a press conference.
Some analysts said the Chiapas loss does not bode well for Madrazo's aspirations to gain control
of the PRI, which has been in disarray since the July 2 presidential election. The PRI will not have
long to wait before facing its next test in the region, with gubernatorial and state legislative races
scheduled in Tabasco state on Oct. 15. "A loss in Tabasco would be a hard blow for the PRI," said
Guerrero Gov. Rene Juarez at a meeting of PRI governors shortly after the Chiapas election. PRI
candidate Manuel Andrade, a protege of outgoing Gov. Madrazo, will face two former members of
the PRI in the Tabasco gubernatorial race: Raul Ojeda of the PRD and Jose Antonio de la Vega of the
PAN.
Both opposition candidates claim to have attracted large numbers of PRI defectors. But the PRI
stands a good chance of winning a narrow victory in the state because the opposition parties have
not been able to agree to form a coalition as they did in Chiapas.

Salazar pledges to promote negotiations with EZLN
In his victory speech at a hotel in Tuxtla Gutierrez, Salazar reiterated his campaign pledge to help
negotiate a peaceful solution to the conflict between the Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional
(EZLN) and the federal government. "The people voted and sent a clear message," said Salazar.
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"They want our state to begin a new era of reconciliation and peace." Salazar acknowledged that
negotiations with the EZLN could be difficult, but said peace has become a stronger possibility
because of the defeat of the PRI in the presidential and Chiapas elections.
President-elect Fox has pledged to seek congressional approval for the San Andres accords on
indigenous rights and to scale back the presence of the army in the conflictive regions of Chiapas as
incentives for the EZLN to renew dialogue with the government. Formal negotiations fell apart in
1996, when President Ernesto Zedillo refused to recognize the San Andres accords negotiated by his
own peace commissioner (see SourceMex, 1996-02-21).
Salazar will also have the backing of COCOPA, which has pledged to continue its role as an
intermediary in the peace talks. In a radio interview, Salazar pledged to crack down on paramilitary
groups, which he blamed for fomenting violence in the state. Salazar made special mention of the
massacre in the highlands community of Acteal, where paramilitary groups massacred 45 Tzotzil
Indians (see SourceMex, 1998-01-14). "Acteal is a wound, an act of brutality, that cannot remain in
impunity," said Salazar.
The paramilitary groups, which have been closely aligned with the PRI in Chiapas, are said to be
funded by wealthy ranchers and landowners, but have existed with the support and encouragement
of the PRI-led state and federal governments. The possibility of a change in state government
energized many survivors of the Acteal massacre.
Eyewitnesses said many survivors walked for four hours through mountainous terrain to cast
their ballots in the community of Los Chorros. "The greatest fear the people have in coming to
the polls is an attack by the paramilitaries along the way," Agustin Vasquez Ruiz, spokesman for
the Las Abejas group of refugees from the Los Chorros area, told the Associated Press. (Sources:
Proceso, 08/13/00; The Boston Herald, The San Jose Mercury News, 08/18/00; Agence France-Press,
08/18/00, 08/20/00; Copley News Service, 08/18/00, 08/21/00; Los Angeles Times, The Washington
Post, 08/21/00; Reuters, 08/13/00, 08/20-22/00; Novedades, 08/14/00, 08/21/00, 08/22/00; Associated
Press, 08/20-22/00; El Financiero, Notimex, 08/21/00, 08/22/00; The Dallas Morning News, The
Christian Science Monitor, 08/22/00; El Universal, 08/10/00, 08/18/00, 08/21-23/00; Excelsior, 08/14/00,
08/21-23/00; Reforma, 08/17/00, 08/21-23/00; La Jornada, 08/18/00, 08/21-23/00; El Economista,
08/21-23/00)
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